
ñNow and then we had a hope that if we lived and were good, God would permit us to 

be Pirates.ò  Mark Twain. 

 

Just off the coast of Hutchinson Island is Gilbertôs Bar. This is a 

sand bar named after the pirate Pedro Gilbert, who would use the 

sand bar to chase cargo ships and cause them to run aground on 

the bar and steal whatever cargo they were carrying.  

Said to be the last American pirate, Pedro Gilbert was actually a 

South American born pirate who made his home in South Florida. 

It is said that Gilbert and his pirate gang of twelve would wait for 

passing ships. They would then chase the ship. With the Captain 

of the fleeing vessel not familiar with the area, they would be an 

easy catch on the sand bar.  

In 1832, one such ship, known as the "Mexican," fell victim to 

the pirate.  

During the attack, the pirates stole roughly $20,000 worth of silver from the ship. Gilbert ordered 

his men to kill everyone on board and burn the ship.  

Instead, the crew decided to lock everyone below the deck and let them burn alive.  

Once the pirates had fled the scene, the captain of the Mexican was able to free himself and then 

his sailors. They put out most of the fire, but kept part of it going, for fear the pirates would see 

the flames die out and return to finish the job.  

The crew of the Mexican survived, and after several weeks at sea, managed to sail back to their 

original port.  

It was then that Gilbert's crimes were reported, leading to a massive search for the pirates. Pedro 

Gilbert's ship and all twelve men (thirteen counting Gilbert himself) were found off the coast of 

Africa, loading slaves, by the British Navy in 1833.  

The British captured the men and blew up their ship, the Panda. Gilbert and his crewmen were 

extradited to Boston for trial.  

In 1834, all thirteen men were convicted of piracy charges, and were hung in the spring of 1835.  

As President of the largest PAC of Accreditation Pirates in the Nation, I am proud to say we have 

not experienced any hangings in our twenty years of existence. We sail out to our on-site and 

mock excursions with the best of intentions, then we pilfer and plunder through the agencyôs pol-

icy and procedures, looking for any loot or booty to take back to our own ships.  

Aye Matey! Itôs the Pirateôs life for me!  

Presidentõs Corner 
Sgt. Juliane Day 
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At the October conference in Ponte Vedra, 

Florida, nine agencies were evaluated for 

accreditation or reaccreditation. 

Congratulations to the Clay County Sher-

iffôs Office Detention Bureau, the Bro-

ward County Sheriffôs Office Department 

of Detention, the Monroe County Sher-

iffôs Office Bureau of Corrections, the 

Collier County Sheriffôs Office Correc-

tions Department, the Jacksonville Sher-

iffôs Office Department of Corrections, 

the Palm Beach County Sheriffôs Office 

Department of Corrections, the Sarasota 

County Sheriffôs Office Corrections Bu-

reau, the Escambia County Sheriffôs Of-

fice, and the Polk County Sheriffôs Office 

Department of Detention. 

Five agencies will appear in front of the FCAC for initial accreditation or reaccreditation at the Spring 2010 conference in Hutchin-

son Island, Florida.  Good luck to the agencies seeking accredited or reaccredited status! 

Walton County Department of Corrections (Initial Accreditation)  

Indian River County Sheriffôs Office Corrections Division (Initial Accreditation) 

Martin County Sheriffôs Office Department of Corrections 

Charlotte County Sheriffôs Office Bureau of Corrections 

Seminole County Sheriffôs Office John E. Polk Correctional Facility 

Agencies Up For ReviewñSpring 2010 

FCAC Accreditation RecapñFall 2009 
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